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A Neighborhood where People Keep Nicking Spaces
One of the biggest issues in my neighborhood is that there is reckless parking. I live in Salwa in Kuwait. Salwa is a town located just over the Persian Gulf. When growing up, I noticed a common trend of events that make me unhappy and uncomfortable. Even though no law allows one to reserve parking spaces in front of the house, but it is very inconsiderate when you wake up in the morning and find a car in your driveway. Everyone likes the convenience of waking up in the morning to find a space to move around. It has even gotten to the point that you wake up in the morning and you find someone has parked his car in a way that prevents you from getting your car from the residential parking. It is not only inconveniencing those who want to get to work in the morning but they end up getting delayed in the way because someone has blocked the way.
However, the problem is majorly experienced during the winter season when people come around to ride their bikes as well as kites over the seashore. Also, during the summer when it becomes warm again, people go for picknicks with their families. During these two seasons, everywhere in my neighborhood is usually a place where people keep nicking spaces they find. This is very inconsiderate. I remember one day during the last winter I woke up and I could not find my way inside the city because apart from the super tight space of the inner city roads, there were cars parked all over. I couldn’t count the number of vehicles I saw that morning. The situation has been like this ever since I was young. 
Sometimes, people engage in the most devious parking behaviors I have never seen; for instance, when the spaces are all used some even park in the U-turn or roundabout. Can you believe it! Yes, it happens in my neighborhood.  I can remember from my driving school lessons that parking within the U-turn or roundabouts is prohibited and can attract legal repercussions. However, in Salwa, this policy does not frequently apply, especially when people come from different places to enjoy themselves and have a good time with their families in the seashores of the Persian Gulf. It has even become common such that no one even asks when you see someone parking in a roundabout or U-turn region. The worst is some case I encountered just last winter when I saw someone parking in the middle of the street. Yes, you heard me right-In the middle of the street!
These kinds of parking problems can cause serious tensions among the neighbors with those who come from far and cannot find proper places to park as they go about their businesses. For example, when someone finds his or her driveway blocked by another car and he is supposed to go to work on time, it can cause conflict between the owner of the car and the individual who wants to go to work. 
Apart from the car parking problem, Salwa is a peaceful town that everyone would like to be. During the other seasons other than Winter and Summer period, I enjoy staying in Salwa because it is the most peaceful place I have ever known. However, the local authorities have a portion of the blame to take as well. In Salwa, I rarely see people in the restricted areas ticketed. Most people take the opportunities of the loopholes that exist in the law to violate the traffic regulations.  Since offenses like trespassing are a civil matter, it is the role of the policymakers and the local authorities to create policies to deal with the obstructions. 
